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Ondobo Society’ was set 

is a no single way to reach a goal. There is no ab
solute right or wrong. By making mistakes, we as 

history of our Jodo Shinshu shows how difficult 
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for all.” 

or not, as long as we are humble and do our best. 

based on their words and deeds, not their origin or 
current status. In Buddhism, it matters not what one 

that is the basis for equality.

A Record 
in Lament of Divergences. It says, “for all sentient be

In Buddhism,  
it matters not what  

one believes or does not 
believe, but the way  
one lives, that is the  
basis for equality. 

see boundaries of discrimination based on belief, ethnic

as Ondobo

ing, Ondobo in Jodo Shinshu was a key word to denote 
transcending the typical homage relationship between priest 
and adherent in an organization

no distinction between leaders and followers, but these 

tention of forming his own Buddhist school, his 

Jodo Shinshu followers in 1321, and it became 

Ondobo had been maintained by descendants of 
Shinran and his adherents for many centuries, en

ministers and members arose, and later an organi

Ondobo was gradually 
weakened.

erenced a letter on the Ondobo

caused by basing the institution on a mere shell, 
and suggested that all Jodo Shinshu followers 


