
Number 18 is an Important Number 
for Jodo Shinshu Buddhists

The Primal Vow 
Hongwan

Rev. Ryuta Furumoto 

 

Published by the Buddhist Churches of America,  
Southern District Ministers’ Association with  
funding from the Southern District Council. 

Southern District Temples

Buddhist Churches of America



Number Eighteen is the Best Number
If you were an athlete, what number would you like on 

wishing to be like him or her. But for Jodo Shinshu 

the uniform. The number eighteen is the number of 

fans abandon you. It is often said, “Yesterday’s winner 
is today’s loser,” but in Jodo Shinshu, no matter what 

distinction. 
 

Anyone Can be Accepted by  
Amida Buddha

language, culture, social status, wealth, etc., anyone can 

tion of the equality of all beings, it is sometimes inter

The Primal Vow is the core  
of the teaching of Jodo Shinshu; 

therefore the main temple of  
our denomination in Kyoto  
is named the Hongwanji,  

the Temple of the  
Primal Vow.

 
The 48 Vows of Amida Buddha

 
The Eighteenth Vow

“If, when I attain Buddhahood, the sentient be
ings of the ten quarters, with sincere mind entrust

monk or lay, good or bad, young or old, anyone 

being is changeable; hence Amida Buddha trans

the following writings of Shinran Shonin and the 
Collected 

Works of Shinran


